Pseudotumor at the confluence of the hepatic ducts as a pitfall of percutaneous transhepatic cholangiography.
Four patients with jaundice who had misleading diagnoses as a result of percutaneous transhepatic cholangiography are reported upon. Three of these patients actually had calculous disease and the fourth had pancreatic disease. The levels of obstruction were also roentgenographically inaccurate in three of the four patients. The primary cause of the error appears to be poor mixing of the contrast material with viscid stagnant bile, resulting in blurred definition and failure of the contrast material to traverse the common bile duct.